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8 At this time of giving, can 

I start by sharing with you 
the wonderful news that 
the Oueen has agreed 
to become a Patron of 
the Friends. What a huge 
honour this is for us. 

As you may be aware, Queen Camilla 
has a close connection with Sussex. 
Her family sp lit their time between a 
London house in South Kensington 
and a country house in Plumpton, 
The Laines, literally in the shadow of 
the South Downs. She was baptised 
at St Peters Church in Firle. At five, 
she went to Dumbrells, a co-ed 
school in Ditchling. Her mother 
volunteered at Chailey Heritage. 
From an early age, she has had a 
deep love of the countryside and 
a very real attachment to the South 
Downs. There could be no more 
fitting person to act as a patron for 
the Friends. 

Besides that, any other news is 
inevitably rather parochial. I was 
though particularly pleased that the 
number of new 18 to 30 members 
has risen to just over 100. When last 

I wrote, the figure, tantalisingly, stood 
at 99. This is a clear indication that 
younger generations do recognise 
the importance of the South Downs, 
the nat ional parks and how integral 
they are to our wellbeing. More 
encouraging still is the fact that there 
is so much more we can yet do to 
communicate that message. 

I am also heartened by the way 
David Taylor, one of our new t rustees 
has used his considerable energies 
to start developing a whole menu 
of opportunities for members to 
volunteer of their time to help with 
the environmental challenges facing 
the National Park. There will be 
more about these in the New Year 
so ready yourselves. I am keen that 
as many of our members as possib le 
will feel able to answer t he call to 
arms and make a contribution, no 
matter how small. 

Therefore, as we look back over the 
year that has almost passed, it has 
been a year of real progress, but the 
exciting thing is what is yet to come. 

Let me then end by taking this 
opportunity to wish you and your 
fami lies a wonderfu l Christmas and 
New Year and let's look forward 
together to a successful and 
productive 2026. If you are stuck for 
ideas for presents, why not give a 
year's subscription to the Friends and 
remember, if the donee is 18 to 30, it 
won't even cost you anything! 

With very best wishes, 

David Green 
Chairman 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 
NEW 
TRUSTEE 
David Taylor 

David has lived in West 
Sussex for 30 years 
since he left the RAF. 

• • • . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

A retired airline pilot, he has : 
strong memories of visiting the : 
South Downs as a schoolboy : 
and was lucky to fly over them : 
routinely in his job. : . 
David has a love of nature • 

• and spends much of his time • 
• 

walking the Downs, usually • 
with his camera in hand. He is : 
a keen birdwatcher and insect : 

• lover, rarely happier than when • 
out in nature. : 

• 
As a trustee with Friends of the : 
South Downs, David plans to : 
target his energies on ensuring : 
that the Downs continue to : 

• remain a specia l place. • 
•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • 

NEW 
FOR 2026 
Turn to t he back 
page of th is 
magazine fo r fu ll 
detai ls on the first 
of t he new No-Fear 
Led Walks for 2026. 

• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



Better Smartphone 
Photography: 
Online talk with David 
Taylor 
Wednesday 18 February 2026 

7:00pm via Zoom I FREE 

A fan of photography but not 
sure how to get the most out your 
smartphone camera? 
Join Friends of the South Downs Trustee and Sussex­
based photographer David Taylor for an online training 
session focused on better smartphone photography. 
David will be focusing on iPhone cameras for certain 
specifics but most of the training is suitable for general 
smartphone use regardless of phone type. 

Book via the QR code or FSD website. 

BETTER 
SMARTPHONE 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

OUR NEXT EVENTS 

AGM 2026 
Notice of the 
Friends of the South 
Downs Annual 
General Meeting 
Saturday 9 May 2026 

10:30am 
Glyndebourne, Lewes, BN8 SUB 

The 102nd Annual General Meeting 
of the Friends will be held at 
10:30 on Saturday 9 May 2026 at 
Glyndebourne, Lewes, BN8 SUB. 
Members are invited to make nominations for the 
election or re-elect ion of the Honorary Treasurer and 
Counci l Members. The Annual Report and the Accounts 
Summary will be available on our website or from the 
office. Nomination forms (and further details) will be 
available on our website or from the office and should 
arrive not less than forty-two days before the date of the 
AGM i.e. by 27 March 2026. 

In addition all matters for inclusion in the AGM agenda 
must also be received in writing at the Friends' registered 
office not less than forty-two days before the AGM, i.e. by 
27 March 2026. 

Note: Written notice for business to be included in the 
AGM Agenda must be signed by not less than twenty 
Friends members (Articles of Association paragraph 17). 
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CONSERVATION PROJECTS 

a; Ebernoe Wildlands Nature 
f Reserve features one of 
1 the richest woodlands for 
8 
-- wildlife in the South East. 
3 
~ 
~ 

It is a matrix of dense 
=§ woodland, sunny rides, open 
~ 

Q'; glades, and scrubby edges. 
"' 3 
l/) Barbastelle and Bechstein's bats, 
O the rarest bats in Europe, make 
B 
o their homes in the dense woodland 
ct whilst amongst woodland glades 

you may spot Purple Emperor, White 
Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary 
butterflies. If lucky, you may see, or 
hear, birds like Firecrest and Marsh 
Tit enjoying the kaleidoscope of 
scrubby habitats. 

This is one of Sussex W ildlife Trust's 
(SWT) most important nature 
reserves. As such, it is often the 
subject of targeted nature reserve 
expansion as they seek to regenerate 
nature on a larger scale. Alongside 
Ebernoe Common lies Butcherlands, 
a rewilding area with management 
integrated with that of Ebernoe. 

Key to the management of these 
reserves is grazing. Ebernoe Common 

is an ancient wood-pasture, managed 
for centuries through a combinat ion 
of traditional woodland management 
and grazing. What we may call 
rewilding at Butcherlands is really just 
a modern take on wood-pasture, so 
also driven by grazing. Grazing is thus 
the main factor to create a habitat 
mixture of incredible d iversity, and 
thus more living space for a greater 
variety of species. 

Getting the grazing right is vita l to 
maintain this matrix. Too much and 
the dense woodland reduces, and 
the bats suffer. Too little and the 
open glades and rides will disappear 
as trees shade out the species that 
thrive in sunlight. So SWT put their 
cows ("Sussex Reds") onto 
the site for carefully planned 
periods. Just enough to get 
the balance right! 

This works wel l, and SWT 
have amassed considerable 
experience in managing 
their cattle. One essentia l 
activity, however, is 
"lookering" -the f. 
checking of cattle every ~ • 
day. In an open field this 
is easy, but in 

this patchy woodland it can take 
hours. This can compromise SWT's 
resources to deliver the necessary 
grazing regime. SWT endeavour 
to attach GPS col lars to the cattle, 
emitting signals that can be picked 
up by a smartphone, allowing their 
position to be identified, and the 
wel lbeing of all the cattle can be 
checked easily. 

It may seem odd 
that the viability 

of a grazing 
project (and 

so the richness 
of wildlife on a 
nature reserve) 

comes down to 
a piece of 

" 



electronic kit hanging round a cow's 
neck. Yet this is the case. Friends of 
the South Downs have seen this as 
a key point at wh ich our financial 
support can help. Funding for GPS 
collars enables SWT to manage their 
cattle more efficiently (and effectively) 
and so deliver a great diversity of 
wildl ife at one of the most important 
nature sites in the South Downs. 

And there is something romantic 
about seeing native Sussex Reds 
calmly grazing in the dappled shade 
of an open sunny woodland. It's good 
for Friends to be a part of this project. 

Dr Tony Whitbread 
Trustee 
President of 
Sussex Wildlife 
Trust 
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EXPLORERS OF THE SOUTH DOWNS 

We hear from the team 
at So Sussex who have 
delivered the Explorers of 
the South Downs project 
throughout Sussex in 2025, 
to continue supporting 
children and young people 
from disadvantaged areas 
to explore and connect with 
the South Downs National 
Park and surrounding areas. 

The third year of funding of £10,000 
from Friends of the South Downs 
helped to create opportunities for 
920 ch ildren and young people to 
experience the beauty, heritage 

and biodiversity of the South 
Downs through hands-on, outdoor 
learning days. A separate strand of 
the Explorers project is running in 
Hampshire. The 2025 programme will 
be complete soon and we wil l report 
on the equal ly exciting achievements 
there in a later edition . 

The project, across March to October 
2025, reached students aged 4 to 18. 
A carefully chosen selection of sites 
across the South Downs National 
Paark and surrounding areas were 
used, each offering rich opportunities 
for outdoor learning, exploration, 
and creativity. These included 
Stanmer Park & One Garden, Kingley 
Vale, and Friston Forest to name a 
few. Each of the locations provided a 
different perspective on the diverse 
South Downs landscape, from ancient 
woodland and cha lk grassland to 
coastline and downland hills. 

Each activity day was tai lored to the 
interests, abilities and needs of the 
participating group, including guided 
walks with focus on viewpoints, 
geography and ecology, mini 
beast hunts, pond dipping and 
beachcombing, or habitat creation and 
conservation activities. These activities 

awareness and teamwork, whilst time 
spent outdoors in nature and the 
landscape of the Downs fostered a 
sense of wellbeing. 

The Explorers of the South Downs 
project continues to have a profound 
impact on participating pupils, 
schools, and communities. 

Teachers and support staff 
consistently report that pupils 
return more confident, inspired, and 
enthusiastic about outdoor learning. 
For many, the experience is their first 
visit to the countryside or coast. 

Feedback from schools, staff, and 
pupils was overwhelmingly positive. 
Teachers highlighted the accessibility 
and appropriateness of the chosen 
locations, as wel l as the va lue of the 
hands-on, inclusive approach. 

Andrew Lovett 
Treasurer 

Delivered by 
Schools Without Walls (So Sussex) 
Supported by 
Friends of the South Downs 

encouraged creativity, environment:a~l ~----,~~~-:-.----~----r--. 

----------



The trip made me think about 
how important it is for children 
t o be outside getting fresh 
air rain or shine, walk, feel 
discomfort but overcome it 
(like getting sweaty, tired or 
having to carry their bags). 
This is what really develops 
resilience! If it were up to me 
we would be getting children 
out walking on the Downs as 
much as possible as part of 
the school curriculum. 

Teacher 
Carden Primary School 

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD 
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• Across 

2 Previously a maximum of 
nine miles (6) 

• 4 North, South, East, West (9) 
8 Sheep's coat for a base 

layer (6,4) 
• 9 Gilbert and Sullivan hang 

out here (12) 
: 11 Large backside near 

Ditchling Beacon (3,6) 
• 13 Where would we be 

without this government 
agency? (8,6) 

• 14 High flying singer (7) 
17 Four-sailed landmarks (4,3,4) 

• 18 Lumberjacks play a 
game here (7,3) 

19 Used to be 1000kg in Hants (5) 
20 Beware of snakes (7,5) 

Down 
1 Top quality timber place (8) 

3 Cover up to avoid these 
suckers (5) 

5 Handsome but sad flier at 
Malling Down (6,4) 

6 Man-made soarers abound 
near Lewes (11) 

7 Bobby or Jack near 
The Repair Shop (8) 

10 15 of these in the UK (8,5) 

12 Soggy jump j et (5,7) 
15 Possib ly a blister's best 

friend (7) 
16 Bowl-shaped val ley (6) 

aqwoo:, 9l 
,a1se1d S l 

H!IJJeH ys,ev-.i z l 
S~Jed I eUO!\eN O l 

uo11,ey:, L 
s,ap116e, ed 9 

anrs SIUOP'Q' s 
S~=>!l £ 

po0Mpoo9 L 

UMOQ 

i'e,11uad,a5 OZ 
uopg 6L 

de9 6U!JJ!8 BL 
ll 'f pue ~=>er LL 

~JeJA~S 1'L 
Aa11Jn5 a:>ueup,o £ L 

WO!l08 6!8 LL 
aumoqapuA/9 6 

[OOM OUJJav,.J 8 
s1eu!p,e:, v 

110,15 Z 
SSOJ~'Q' 

SJc3MSU'7' 

The DOWNSMAN Issue 225 Winter 2025 • 11 





are now closed, but you 
documents throug tli e 

www.sussexnaturerecovery.co.ul< 

.... 

& Conservation 
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An ash tree's bare 
branches curve, swirl and 
sag looking like an inked 
thumbprint on the winter 
sky. Arched twigs reach 
out like bony, beckoning 
f ingers each t ipped w ith a 
d irty black fingernail. 

These b lack buds are unique to ash 
trees and in spring they' ll burst into a 
spray of purple flowers like a freeze­
framed firework explosion. 

Ash trees have no shame. They love 
to st and naked. They are the last tree 
fo put on their leafy green gown in 
the spring and the first to throw it to 
the ground in the autumn. In winter 
gales their grey, lean limbs flai l and 
sway. Yet there's something eternally 
youthfu l about even the oldest ash. 

They can elastically sashay through 
a storm with suppleness, lightness 
and flexibility. 

Maybe this invincibi lity is why the ash 
was celebrated as the 'tree of life' and 
bestowed with magical properties 
that purported to heal lame children, 
defend us against snakes and cure 
anyth ing from chronic wind to the 
bubonic plague. Whenever we 
needed a wood that would absorb 
a hard blow without splintering, we 
have turned to ash. For hammer 
handles, hockey sticks, oars, rackets, 
skis, cogs, cartwheels and car frames 
its tough t imber provided us with 
resi lience and strength. But now, 
finally, the ash tree is about to be 
dealt a blow that it cannot withstand. 

In 1992 a funga l infection - Chalara 
fraxinea- which attacked ash trees was 
d iscovered in Poland. This botanical 
Ebola spread on westerly winds 
across Europe, its airborne fungal 
spores dusting and devastating 
ash trees everywhere. In 2012 an 
imported ash tree in a Cheshire 

nursery was Britain's first victim . 
Now most Ash trees 

have succumbed to 
this plague. 

We have yet to discover how our 
ash trees wil l react to this fungal 
assassin. There's a chance that the 
ancestry of England's 

ash trees will offer some genetic 
resistance. But over the coming 
years we may witness an arboreal 
Armageddon similar to the one which 
wiped out our elms at the end of the 
last century. Is that the wind making 
the ash branches quiver or are these 
trees t remb ling in fear as they sense 
something approaching? 

Michael Blencowe 
The Sussex Naturalist 

You can find details of Michael's 
upcoming events, wildl ife sightings 
and adventures or book him for a 
wildl ife survey of your garden or land 
at michaelblencowe.com 
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Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 1 RL 
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Web www.friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk 
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